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Measuring Success at HOPE
Eleven years ago, the doors of HOPE Spay
Neuter Clinic were opened with the goal of
reducing overpopulation and unnecessary
euthanasia of dogs and cats by providing
quality, low-cost services. To date, over
20,000 surgeries have been performed, but
that is not the full measure of its success.
Along with the sheer number of unwanted
pet pregnancies prevented, HOPE can also
point to its financial efficiency, its reputation in the community, and the loyalty and
dedication of its volunteer staff.
I came to HOPE as a client, close to three
years ago. Having just moved to the area,
with two 5-month-old kittens, I found
HOPE when searching for a reasonably
priced option to get them spayed and neutered. My little boy cat was a little bigger,
so he went first, and when I dropped him
off and picked him up, I was so thoroughly
impressed with the genuine care demonstrated by everyone with whom I interacted, I decided to start volunteering.
That’s a familiar story. Many I have come
in contact with who volunteer at HOPE
started as a client. Their love of animals
and desire to be part of HOPE’s

mission drew them to dedicating their time
to this cause. In addition to a strong belief in
the work being done, I always saw my involvement with the clinic as a great way to
get my “puppy fix” without actually getting
another dog, and have frequently fallen in
love with the pets in my care.
Perhaps coming to work at HOPE after being clients leads to their dedication and longevity in their roles. Most volunteers have
been with the clinic for years and have
shared with me that they are driven by
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The HOPE Spay Neuter Clinic’s mission is to end over population and unnecessary euthanasia of companion animals through highquality, low cost spay and neuter, education and community involvement.
Our vision is to elevate Kentucky to the top ten best states in which to be a dog or cat by lending our knowledge and experience to
assist other organizations and by providing high-quality, low cost spay neuter surgeries to everyone.

HOPE is a 501c3 non-profit organization.
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the desire to provide the
same level of care that they
would give to their own
pets, and that WAS given to
their pets when they were
surgical patients.
Another strong indicator of
“success” is the reputation
that HOPE enjoys in the
communities that it serves.
From gushing testimonials
on its Facebook page to
recommendations held forth
on other social media platforms like Nextdoor, HOPE
is highly regarded for the
work that it does, and the
manner in which it is done.

Financial efficiency can be
one of the biggest hurdles
that any non-profit organization can face. Starting
with a solid mission and
the passion to make positive change in the community can typically be met
with operational challenges, and most organizations
are forced to devote a considerable percentage of the
money they raise through
donations and other
sources to just taking care
of administrative expenses.
That is not the case with
HOPE. Except for the veterinary staff, the clinic is
run solely by volunteers.
Donations of supplies are
coordinated whenever possible, and those involved
with the day-to-day operation of the clinic bring their
skills from their professional lives - outside of the
clinic - to help it run as efficiently as possible.

Keeping fees for services
low and quality high is a
primary goal for the team at
HOPE, and even in the
midst of a global health crisis, as the pandemic has
raged all around us this past
year, the clinic has continued to operate. In 2020
alone, the team at HOPE
delivered services to around
2,000 clients, without increasing its fees and while
maintaining the safety of its
staff, volunteers, clients and
furry patients.
What has been the biggest
surprise to volunteers over
the years? Just how many
clients and pets have been
assisted by HOPE — over
20,000, as mentioned earlier. But it doesn’t end there.
A single, unaltered dog or
cat, along with their offspring, can add thousands to

John Kennedy with Sophia

Jennifer with Barkley
(Pet # 20,000)
the problem of overpopulation.
Since HOPE opened its doors,
the number of pets requiring
adoption has dropped by such a
remarkable amount that Woodford County no longer euthanizes cats or dogs due to overcrowding. Regardless of all the
other measures of success mentioned here, that’s the one that
matters most and that is what
HOPE wants for pets in all Kentucky counties.

Meet our new Veterinarian!
Motto: "leave it better than you found
it". I believe that spay neuter lives up to
that motto. Our pets are ultimately
healthier and our communities aren't
stretched as thin caring for the unwanted. I feel empowered by and called to
this task.

Graduated From: Morehead State University and Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine with honors in the Stone
Age. (It’s a wonder because she often
slept on her books!)
Fur children : Too many to mention! A
plethora of dogs, a herd of cats, a handicapped steer named Earl and a surly retired nag (Thoroughbred) named Culture
Clash or “ Dang It! Cee Cee! Hold still!”

Age: Unknown (Let’s just say she’s a
child of another era!)
Lives in: Paris, Kentucky (Not France)

Hobbies : Showing her Staffordshire Bull
Terriers in AKC Conformation and FASTCAT, needlepoint, digging in the dirt to
coax forth life, and reading fiction to escape from real life sometimes!!

Hometown : Russell Springs, KY
home of beautiful Lake Cumberland.
Family: Her dog loving husband, David, and two great kids, Ryann-15 and
Avery -13!

Malinda Ferrell, DVM

Personality Type : Quirky
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Volunteer Spotlight on Noelle Gruzesky
Volunteer Spotlight on Noelle Gruzesky
The volunteer we chose to
shine the spotlight for this
issue is Noelle Gruzesky.
Most of you have probably
already met her as she works
in the front office most of the
time or maybe you have just
heard her infectious laugh on
a clinic day. That is Noelle –
happy, busy, involved, and
passionate about HOPE! She
loves people and is a very
social person at the clinic and
outside in her personal life.
She brings to HOPE all kinds
of positive experiences she
has had in her short life – a wonderful family life as a young
child, a great education, all sorts of travel in and outside of
the United States. She grew up on a mini-horse farm in Scott
County with horses, dogs, cats, guinea pigs, and just about
anything you would find on a farm. Her love for animals
comes naturally and that shines through at HOPE. She attended Scott County High School where she played clarinet
and saxophone in the band. After high school graduation,
she attended Transylvania University, majoring in communications, and was given the opportunity to study for one semester in Ireland. While there she was able to travel to many
other countries including Scotland, Switzerland, Greece, and
Belgium. At some point she completed an internship at
Alyeska Ski Resort in Girdwood, Alaska, not far from Anchorage. She fell passionately in love with the state and
would like to move there someday. After graduating from
Transylvania, she worked for a short time at Castle and Key
Distillery which brought her to Woodford County. She was
laid off due to Covid and decided to do some volunteer work.
We are one of the lucky recipients of that decision. However,

she has now begun post-graduate studies in social work at
the University of Louisville. Currently her studies are all on
-line and she is still able to volunteer with us. She does all
this and at the same time assists in the care and education of
four medically fragile/special needs children.
She is one of the youngest regular volunteers at HOPE. She
came to us enthusiastic, committed, intelligent, teachable,
and capable of mastering anything we threw at her. She has
served as check-in volunteer, office staff, preparer of Rabies
Certificates and check-out instructions, appointment scheduler, and she is definitely our overall IT consultant. She has
gotten us out of many jams!
Another important contribution she has made to HOPE is
in recruitment. First, she recruited her sister, Faith, and her
boyfriend, Tristan. They usually work in the dog rooms.
Now she has recruited her mother and father, Sandy and
Ron. All are big animal lovers and fit right in. We are so
happy to have them all.
Fun Fact about Noelle you would never guess! She is a
martial artist, attaining the rank of Brown Belt, which is no
easy task. And we thought she was all brains and no
brawn!
The office volunteers know a
good thing when they see it and
she walked in the door. They
grabbed her immediately.
Noelle’s sweet spirit, pleasant
demeanor, passion, and work
ethic makes her a joy to spend
time with on a clinic day! It is
volunteers like her that are the
future of HOPE!

It’s easy for you to make a difference.
Support HOPE’s important spay and neuter programs.
The “For Pitties' Sake” Fund provides free spay and neuter surgeries for pit bulls and pit
bull mixes.
The Oliver Rugby Fund helps those who can’t afford our low spay and neuter surgery fees.
The Wildcat Fund provides services for feral and free-roaming cats with our TNR (Trap
Neuter Return) program.
To Make Your Tax-Deductible Donation:
Þ MAIL your check to HOPE Spay Neuter Clinic, PO Box 23, Versailles, KY 40383
Þ ONLINE at hopespayneuter.org
Þ CALL (859) 873-HOPE (4673)

Kroger Community Rewards®
is committed to helping us continue our important work.
A percentage of what you
spend on your groceries and gas
purchases will be donated each
time you use your Kroger Plus
card! It doesn’t cost a penny.
Register at Kroger.com and
follow the Community Rewards link.
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Memorial & Celebration Donations

Helping Over Population End

OPEN EVERY
MONDAY
7:30 AM—6:00 PM
(859) 873-HOPE (4673)

Tigger & Pooh from Versailles

FEE SCHEDULE
DOGS
Spay $65
Neuter $55
Pit Bull/Pit Mixes FREE!
CATS
Spay/Neuter $35
Feral Cat Package $35
Feral Cat Package Includes:
Spay or Neuter
Rabies Vaccination
FVRCP Vaccination
Dose of Revolution
Ear Tip

In Memory of

In Honor of continued

Heath Bentley
by Erin Short
Spare Kitty Coleman
by Ron and
Mindy Fiala, Harold and Liese Coleman,
Duncan and DeeDee Lloyd
Sammy Kennedy
by John Kennedy
Carole and Christin DeMeo by Carin
Sappelli
Penny
by Sandra Burton
Phoebe Versaw
by Marie Preston
Lucy Puckett
by Carolyn Puckett
Tobey Smith
by Ed Smith
Harold Allen Markey, Jr. by Susan Preston
The Karnova Corgis
by Carol Novak
Stetson
by Shane and Nicole Gibson
David Johnson by Michele Johnson
Charles P. Stephens by Carolyn Drake
Robert Huber by Paul and Lindy Huber
Precious Sandrock
by Constance Sandrock

DeeDee Lloyd by Anonymous
Jennifer Hertweck by Anonymous,
Mindy Fiala
Marie Preston by Anonymous
Charlie Goggin by Claudia Goggin
Noelle Gruzesky by Roland Gruzesky
Dorothy Cook by David and Paula Smith
Paula Smith by David Smith
Natalie Cummins by Suraya Shalash and
Tommy Gatton
Tucker Nuckols
by Mary Nuckols
Mary Stoltz by Stephen Stoltz
HOPE Volunteers by Anonymous
Modena Sutton by Trish Darnell
Debra Hensley by her staff
Libby Welker by India Pruitt
Buddy and Sissy Thompson by John and
Dru Thompson

Grants

In Honor of

Nelson Mead Fund by Ruth C. Mead
Fidelity Charitable Donor-Advised
Darlene Nall by Gail Prewitt
Fund by the Denise S. Lutz Living Trust
Jackie Howard and her "kidz", (Jasper,
The Crutcher Family Foundation by
the dog; Tito, the office cat; and SoDottie Crutcher Cordray
phie, Emmitt, and Luci, all cats) by
Walter and June Zent Charitable Fund
Roger and Betty Coleman
The Seven Kids Foundation, Inc.
Terry Stahler by Anonymous (twice)
Melinda A. Huber Family Fund by Paul
Mindy Fiala by Anonymous
and Lindy Huber
Gail Prewitt by Anonymous, Jennifer
SUPPLIES NEEDED
Reynolds, Mindy Fiala

Ranger from
Clay City

·
·
·
·
Blue from
Lawrenceburg

HOPE IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:
Nelson Mead Fund
Pin Oak Charitable Fund at Blue Grass Community Foundation
Woodford Reserve
Lost Pet USA

·
·
·
·
·
·
·

70% Alcohol
Distilled Water
Paper Towels
Liquid Laundry
Detergent
Bleach
Hydrogen Peroxide
Toilet Paper
Pee Pads
Postage Stamps
Copy Paper
Gently Used Cat Carriers
Bring your donation to HOPE
any Monday!

